
Engaging the African 
American Community 





Richard Stockton ("The Signer"), (1730-1781), Oil 
on canvas, Princeton University, bequest of Mrs. 
Alexander T. McGill

Fidel Castro shakes hands with Helen Meyner on Morven staircase, 
1959. Morven Archive.



Morven second floor temporary exhibition galleries



Morven first floor permanent history 
galleries c. 2014





Kristin Galls of Interpreting Slavery at 
Museums and Historic Sites at 
Morven’s community supper. 



Things Morven needed to acknowledge and address
● Morven, having celebrated the “traditional patriarchal narrative of the first 

three generations,” had never been particularly welcoming to a diverse 
audience and certainly had never invited the African American community 
directly to participate. 

● Acknowledging that Morven had been remiss in not asking for this 
community’s input 

● Understanding that this community may feel that they are often tapped as a 
way to check a box 

● Being clear and transparent about what the museum’s goals are and 
communicating what a realistic scope for this project was 



Discussion Points from Morven’s Community 
Advisory Dinner, August 2017

● How can Morven respectfully and reflectively tell the stories of the men, 
women, and children enslaved by the Stockton family? 

● What would a respectful and reflective presentation look like to you? 
● How can Morven take this history beyond its permanent exhibition? 
● What types of conversations and programming would the community like to 

see Morven host around the topics of slavery and race?
● What does your community want to see and hear? In what ways might 

Morven be an appropriate venue for this?

● Wrap-up: What are next steps? How do attendees want to stay involved? 



● Name names - hear voices
● Transparency - when there is no information - why? how do we know what we 

know and why don’t some records exist?
● Princeton benefited economically from the uncompensated labor of slaves
● The town of Princeton succeeded on the backs of black men and women 

working in the homes of white families 
● Economic Disparity
● Segregated Princeton
● Acknowledging Evil 
● See the labors, results, and understand and acknowledge what slavery 

actually is

What we heard:







“To civilize this degenerate people 

[of Africa], to change their 

ignorance into knowledge, their 

horrible superstition into a right 

understanding of the Christian 

Religion, their treachery into good 

faith, and their slothfulness into 

industry, are among the results 

contemplated by the proposed 

Plan of the AMERICAN 

COLONIZATION SOCIETY.” 

— Robert Field Stockton, 

addressing the New Jersey 

Colonization Society, July 14, 

1824









Morven hosts Slave Dwelling Project Community Day

Supper and discussion with Morven director Jill Barry 
and Joe McGill of the Slave Dwelling Project 

Discussion circle are firepit in Morven’s demonstration 
garden



Jake Blount, ethnomusicologist and fiddle/banjo 
scholar

Sleepover in Morven’s West Wing gallery



Moving forward 

● Incorporating new-to-Morven community members into the museum’s 
institutional fabric 

○ Three members of our community advisory committee have now joined Morven’s Education 
and Public Programs Committee. 

● Using Morven’s gardens to help tell this history
○ Over the next 2-3 summers Morven’s Demonstration Garden beds will help interpret what 

types of gardens enslaved people at Morven may have grown. 
● Devoting time and resources to continued research of enslaved people at 

Morven and the legacies of slavery
● Updating Morven’s permanent exhibition as new research comes to light and 

making content available on Morven’s website



Morven Demonstration Garden 


