Beneath the Floorboards:

Whispers of the Enslaved at Maripit Hall

Elizabeth “Betsy”
Van Cleaf, circa 1865



Telling the Narrative, at Marlpit Hall and beyond...
(It Happened Here??)
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Bill of sale for “negro man Thomas, negro woman
Jude, and child” Cornelius Covenhoven, 1752

1855 Map showing community of “Africa”
Matawan, NJ.



Slavery is hard history. It
is hard to comprehend
the inhumanity that
defined it.
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Teaching Hard History

AMERICAN SLAVERY

- Dr. Hasan Kwami Jeffries

(Teaching Tolerance — Southern Poverty Law Center), 2018



High School Students Struggle on even the most basic
questions about slavery in America. Of 1,000 seniors
polled...

* 32% recognized the 13t amendment as a formal end to slavery in the
U.S.

* Less than half realized that slavery was legal in 13 colonies prior to
the Revolution

* Few identified slavery as a principal cause of the Civil War. (Almost
half of the respondents - 48 percent - said tax protests were the
cause)

* Highest percentage of correct responses for any question was 67%



What are the Key Issues?

e Slavery Taught without Context

* American enslavement as an exclusively
southern institution

e Rarely make connections to the present

* Even the history of slavery centers on
the white experience

Family leaving Florida during the
Great Migration, 1940
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Deep Down in My Heart...

The Influence of African Music Then and Now

African rhythms came overseas with the first slave ship, and were
passed down through generations of enslaved persons. Music was used
for communication, celebration, in rituals and expressions of self. The
most common type of African song was known as call and response. A
singer would call out a line and a response was called back. This style
can be heard in the music of today. Listen to the following audio clip to

hear an authentic African call and response example, and then listen to

the modern examples the follow. Can you think of any other examples

of call and response songs today?
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Daily Life

The enslaved were deprived of freedom, but found ways to make
their lives as meaningful as possible. Aside from daily work, they
took comfort in their families and friends. They practiced religion,
dreamed, danced, made music, laughed, loved, and formed
bonds among themselves and the local community of free blacks
and abolitionist whites. Read on to learn about the day-to-day
activities and interactions of Monmouth's enslaved.




Forging Lives & Identities:
“Everyday” Resistance & Resilience

¢ Cultural Expression: Language, Song

¢ Raising families

¢ Retained Religion & Spirituality

¢ Learning to read and write




Using Primary Source Documents to...

Admit Limitations
- Using the silence as a lesson
- Not every story has to be groundbreaking

|dentify People
- Names accentuate humanity
- Emphasizing universals: love, loss, family, tradition

Layer the narratives
- Looking at objects and events from all perspectives
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Stairway
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The Seven: The Mannequin
Component of Beneath the
Floorboards: Whispers of the

Enslaved at Marlpit Hall
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...A Pair of purple colored trowsers...
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RANDguton, Luzerne county, june 24, 1794.

TEN DOLLARS Reward.
AN away from the fublcriber, living in
Middletown, Monmouth county, State of
New- Jerfey, on the 16th of May laft, a Negroe
man, aamed Tom, §5 years of age, about g feet |
8 or g inches high, well fet, full face, largs |
eyes, can read and write a little; had on, and
took with him, a blue worfted coat, fauff-co- |
Toured velvet jacket, and fuftian trowfers; faid 1
Tom has changed his name, and called himfelf ¢
David : itis fufpeQted he is in Philadelphia, or
between there and Newtown, as he croffed the
river Delaware about three miles above Burling-
ton. Any perfon who fecures faid Negroe, fo
that the fubfcriber may get him again, fhall
have the above reward, and all reafonable char-
ges, paid by DANIEL KETCHAM.,
N. B. He having drawn a 5o dollar prize in
a lottery, which he had with him, by means of
which he may procure other clothes,
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AN away, on the fifteenth of May laft, from the

fubfcriber, in Monmouth county, ftate of New-
Jerfey, a NEGROE MAN, aged about twenty-two
years. this country born, a fhort fellow. Had on
when he went away a fhort light coloured over jacket ;
a pair of purple coloured trosfers: an old fhirt ; old
felt hat, &c. He has a remarkable {car on hischin.
Whoever apprehends f{aid Negroe and fecures him in
any jail fo that his mafter m2y have him again fhall
have the above reward, paid by me

June 6, 1785. JOHN TAYLOR,
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Bracxirrzor Jln é!y_mo\:fh tow nth—al, l;krli'l';é;l;hia county. &

i UN away, latt night, from the Subferiber, . livicg in

Moamouth couniy, Eaft New-Jerfey, an indented fervast
mas, who calls himfelf- WILLIAM KELLY, he is a yei-
low fellow, part Indian, and part Negroe, about 4o years of age
a well made flrong feilow, about s feet 8 or g inchies high ; had
on; when he went away, an old beaver hat, a homefpun light-
coloured cloth jacket, under ditto of the fame, firiped fannel fhirt
old leather breeches,old yarn flockings, and old fhoes ; has ;
large fcar on the outfide of his rightleg; cut by a feythe, is much
given to drink, and is very talkative. Whoever takes up and

fecures faid fervant, fo that his mafter may have him again,

fhal} receive Ferty Shillings seward, and reafonable charges
paid by d

Fune 15, 176q. Jos. SarTax, § .

" 1eafonable Crarges, paid by
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Reward. if notinlificd, pardbyme~ “lown Mitcurii. §

Midaletown, Monmonth County, Eafi New Ferfey, Aug. 1, 1757,
BUN away from the Sublcriber the Firt of January, tweive

Months paft, a Negroe Man, pamed Cato. who has fince

s Elopment changed his Name feve:al imes: Had on when be
went away, a Pair of Buckfkia Bieeches, fine brown Linen
Shirt, a plaia made. whitith Camblet Coat, dark Yarn S$:ockings,

" new $hoes, and » Wool Hat, He is a ftaut well fet Fellow, un-

derflsnds H

ry in all its Parts, an exceient Hand with a
&cythe in

Grafs or Grain, fpeaks Engiith »» well as if Country
born, and m' to be fies. Underneath his Right-fboulder
Blade he was branded in Jamaica when 2 Boy with the Le'tere BC,
which are plain to be feca, He plays poorly on the Fidile, and
pretendy to tell Fortunes. It is fuppofed he hau a forges P.fi,
theur fc:ngq.tb& faid Neiroe, fo that bis Mafter may have
him sgain, fhall receive i Reward of FIVE POUNDS, and
RycuARD STILLWELL. q
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Pirladelpbia, Fuly 39, 125754 :
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ireet, inall receive 1I'wenty Shi'i'nes rewarn, 9|

Y UN away from the [ubfcriber, liwing at Middletown, in
R Eaff New- Ferfey, the gth of Fanuary lafl, a Negro man,
named Cato, alias Toby, aged about 30 years, a lufly well fer fel-
low, full faced: Had on when be went away, a plain made bear -
in coat, with flat metal buttons, a wbhite woollen weft, wool bat
and cap, a browsn tow fbirt, buckfkin breechs, wool flockings, a
pair of pumps with large brafs buckles 5 be was branded when a
boy, in Famaica in the Wef Indissy with B (and I think) C on bis
left fbouider blade 5 be is a fly artful fellow, and deceives the cre-
ulous, by pretending to rell fortures, and pretends 1o be free, jpeaks
Englifb as well as if country born, and plays on the fiddie; 1t it
thought be is gone towards the cedar [wamps, ard thot fime bafe
perfon bas given bim a pafs. Whoewer app:cbends tke faid flave,
and fecures bim, fo that bis mafler may bave bim again, fpall re-
ceive Forty Sbiliings reward, and reafencé'e chorges, paid by
: RicRARD STILLWELL.
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99 Dollars Reward.
UNAWAY from the subscri.

ber in th: townfhip of Freehold, county o
Monmouth and ftare of New- |erfey on g.u*d‘\:' Ia!!
"he 2cth init. 3 Young NEGRO MAN n.med Y AF,
Phows Bve fese slaven inches high and {tout made, of
b yeliww compiexiony about twenty yeais of age, had
O ard teok with him s brown cloth coat a giey
cot, apirclbuesloth trowfers, a pur of tow ani
lin=n do, » paic 0! Liced fhors, and a roram hat ——
sard Negro i3 +d lifted to drinking [piriteus liquors,
‘I above rewaid wil be paid together wath reals
cuat'e charges, on delivery al faid Negro to the 1ub-
tcniber, or on hus beiug teleiy lodged 1n any geol 1

tuis flate
AARON REED,

] Y 21 1, 1826, Ba— L.




From Scrap to Garment: Tom’s Knee Breeches




Assembling the Garment Kits




Dressing Day
Saturday, October 16, 2021
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Finishing Touches




The Seven: from left to right, Tom, William, Hannah,
Ephraim (seated), York, Elizabeth, Clarisse



Members of the Monmouth County
Historical Association Sewing Group



Shards of Jacob’s Ladder:

The Quilt by Michelle
Lewis and Gloria Douglas
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