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Dunkerhook 
1902 Robinson Map



AME Zion Church building on 
Dunkerhook Road. 
The original caption from 
1961 read: "Familiar 
Dunkerhook Road landmark 
was small slave church on 
the bend of the road north 
of bridge over the Saddle 
River.



Archaeological 
Field School at 

the Bennett-
Manvell Site, 
Dunkerhook, 

Paramus, NJ -
2021



2022 Archaeological 
Research Experience 
The Center for Heritage and 
Archaeological Studies lab at 
Montclair State



Darryl Harris (back row, 
center), a descendant of 
the historic Dunkerhook 
community, poses with 
project coordinators and 
field school students, May 
2021.
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Location of Bergen County and Dunkerhook in 
the region



Zabriskie Tenant House, 273 Dunkerhook Road, Paramus, 
NJ

273 Dunkerhook Road, ca. 1920, collections of the Bergen County 
Historical Society



Google StreetView 273 Dunkerhook Road, 2023



From Slooterdam to Fair Lawn by Robert 
Rogers, 1960

Oral History & Secondary 
Sources

Turkey Feathers: Tales of Old Bergen 
County by Rosa A. Livingston, 1963

Ridgewood News, 10/13/1957



Historic American Buildings Survey. “Jacob Zabriskie Farm Group, South Paramus Roads, Paramus, Bergen 
County, NJ,” HABS NJ, 2-PARA,2- (sheet 1 of 13). Library of Congress, 
https://www.loc.gov/resource/hhh.nj0257.sheet/?sp=2 (accessed 10/5/2023)

Rosalie Fellows Bailey. Pre-Revolutionary 
Dutch Houses and Families in Northern 
New Jersey and Southern New York. New 
York: Dover, 1968, plate 112, p. 379.

https://www.loc.gov/resource/hhh.nj0257.sheet/?sp=2


What is the geography of the place? Who owns the 
land? What infrastructure is present at different 
times?

MAPS

1840 Coast Survey Map # 132



ID land use
• woodland
• farmland
• swamp
• rivers
• streams
• roads
• topography

US Topographic Map,  Hackensack Quadrangle, 
1955, 1981

ID buildings



Deed granting 30’ x 60’ piece of land for Church 
purposes. “if it shall cease to be so used said 
property shall immediately thereupon revert to the 
grantors…”

Bergen County Deeds, Bk 590, p. 482

Courtesy of Pete Evans

DEEDS



Landowners about 
1850



Paterson Morning Call February 28, 
1911

NEWSPAPERS
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Beatrice Cannon Notebooks, Ridgewood Historical 
Society

New York Times, 6/28/2011, p. A21, Proquest
Historical Newspapers

NEWSPAPER SOURCES



DATE Dunkerhook Church
Previous church?

1867 Church build and Land purchased from Van Dien
1875 “Dunkerhook Zion is not prospering”
1876 “Little Zion was inundated.” [they had no service]
1879 “’Hook Zion’ was inundated by the freshet, and stood like the ark on Mont Ararat in the midst 

of troubled waters.”
1881 bush meeting
1884 refitted and undergone repairs, 1
1885 Hook bush meeting
1886 camp meeting
1889 AME Zion camp meeting 7/19/1889
1889 strawberry festival and singing books donated by Mrs. Wessels and Pell

1893 “The A.M.E. Zion church of Dunkerhook will have bush meetings . . . every Sunday afternoon 
and evening during September . . . ”

1901 11 am and 8 pm services; Sunday School at 3; Rev. W. S. Bouden

1904 Sale of lot by heirs of Catherine Wessels

1905 Only the Ridgewood church is mentioned in the newspapers

1923 Permanently abandoned and building sold by the trustees; land reverts to heirs
1928 Ralph M. Pearson sets up summer studio in the church

1930 Rear of building burned
1944 Old pews from Dunkerhook being used in Ridgewood



People of Dunkerhook

African American farm laborers at the 
intersection of Midland Avenue and 

Paramus Road
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Based on Table 1: Dunkerhook Census Data Summary in Eric D. Johnson and Christopher Matthews, “Dunkerhook Archaeological 
Survey: Report on Dunkerhook Area of Saddle River Park, 2020,” 2020, p. 7



NJ’s Act for 
Gradual 
Abolition of 
Slavery, 1804  





1860 US Federal Census, New Barbadoes, Bergen County, New Jersey, Page No. 82



The will of Catherine L. Wessels in 1892 notes “to 
Benjamin Bennett and Bartholomew Westerhaven (both 
of my service)…to each of them to be held and enjoyed 
by him during his natural life the cottage or dwelling 
now occupied by him at Paramus on the road leading to 
Paterson”6 (Wright 1995:16). 



Bennett-
Manvell Site

The last historic 
structure on 
Dunkerhook 
Road and the 
site of our 
archaeological 
survey



1840 Federal Census



Catherine and Benjamin Bennett

28

1. John Zabriskie
2. Eliza 

Gardener
3. William Pell
4. Peter Board
5. Catharine 

Wessels
6. The 

Bennetts(?)
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1880 Federal Census

1876 Walker Atlas
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Archaeological 
Survey of Bennett-
Manvell Site

Map indicates STP

locations and artifact clusters



Area A 
excavations

EU1 and EU9



Sample of ceramic artifacts recovered 
from Excavation Unit 1, CXT 142 
• White granite plate (top left),creamware 

sherd (middle left), pearlware cup base 
(lower left), London shaped, pearlware 
teacup with hand painted floral design 
(top center), porcelain doll hand 
(bottom center); banded yellowware 
sherd (top right), glazed red ware sherds 
(center right), unglazed redware sherd 
(bottom right).

Other artifacts from EU1, CXT 142
• Cow molars and clay tobacco 

pipe fragments



(above) stoneware inkwell and (below) 3-
piece molded wine/liquor bottle from EU9, 

CXT 241

Rockingham teapot with classical male profile 
cameo, EU9 CTXs 241 and 243



Base of  ca. 1900 ‘MacLaren’s
Imperial Cheese’ jar showing 

molded company mark

Coach house 
and Area B

1913 Bromley 
Map 



Aerial overview of Area B excavations 



Excavation Unit 8 in progress





Artifacts from Area B excavations

Preserved antique of 
‘man-in-barrel’ bank



Community 
Engagement 
uPatricia King-Butler 
from the Teaneck 
Enslaved Memorial 
Committee (right)
uDarryl Harris, a 
descendent of the 
Dunkerhook
community (below) 


