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• People of African descent began settling in what's now Lawnside in the 1700s. Both freedmen 
and escaped slaves were drawn to the community, and as the anti-slavery movement grew, 
Philadelphia abolitionist Ralph Smith began purchasing land in the area. To encourage further 
settlement in the place he called Free Haven, Smith divided the acreage into lots and sold it to 
blacks at reduced prices. When a group of former slaves from Maryland joined the community, it 
became known as Snow Hill, after their former home. The current name of Lawnside was coined 

in 1907 when the Pennsylvania and Reading Railroad built a station stop there. 
• The community that became Lawnside made its own contributions to the freedom effort. Nearly 

fifty men joined the Union Army during the Civil War, likely in the 22nd US Colored Troops that 
mustered out of Philadelphia. The hamlet was also a stop on the Underground Railroad, and its 
respected resident minister an agent preacher Peter Mott’. His house was the station.

• Lawnside officially became a borough in 1926.



• Jan. 1, 1863, all enslaved individuals in 
all areas still in rebellion against the 
United States “henceforward shall be 
free.” The Emancipation Proclamation 
also enabled African American men to 
enlist in the armed forces. The war to 
preserve the Union became a war to 
end slavery. The proclamation was 
limited in scope but revolutionary in 
its impact. Pictured at left is an early 
copy of a handheld pamphlet of the 
Emancipation Proclamation. Courtesy 
of the National Museum of African 
American History & Culture: 
https://nmaahc.si.edu/.../national-
museum-african...

https://nmaahc.si.edu/about/news/national-museum-african-american-history-and-culture-observe-160th-anniversary?fbclid=IwAR3CUMH8MwdTjQZ2Ef5uMF1wooy2obujFSPvTRaIpR6Z9rt9yvevnC8vK50
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Rev. Joseph P. Waters
• Joseph Robert Smith Waters, one of 10 children of the Rev. Samuel Griffin and Henrietta 

Fontaine Waters, was born May 8, 1856, in Fairmount, Md. in Somerset County.

• Educated in local schools available at the time, Waters answered the call to ministry, a 
legacy that flowed like a river through his veins.

• Waters’ father was among 10 men to be admitted into “the first Conference for Colored 
Preachers, under the rule of the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church.” 
The new Delaware Conference’s inaugural session was July 29, 1864.

• Joseph Waters joined the Delaware Conference in 1879 and was followed by two brothers, 
Samuel W. Waters and Wilmore E. Waters, in 1891 and 1896 respectively. Between 1864 
and 1913, 10 members of Waters’ extended family were admitted to the Delaware 
Conference, serving in various assignments along the east coast.

• The Rev. Daniel Lyman Ridout (Princess Anne Academy, class of 1918) described Waters as 
“a man of great personable magnetism and charm, possessing a rich speaking and singing 
voice, and being a preacher of power and persuasion.”

• While Waters’ ministerial career spanned some 67 years, his most notable accomplishment 
was his leadership in founding an institution of higher learning for children of slaves and 
freedmen on his native Eastern Shore.

• Waters and the Rev. John A.B. Wilson, a white Methodist, worked together to establish a 
school where African-American children, otherwise denied access to a formal education, 
could learn and move forward in society.

• The Delaware Conference Academy in Princess Anne, Md., opened its doors on Sept. 13, 
1886. Six days later, on Sept. 19, 1886, members of the local Methodist Episcopal 
denomination laid a cornerstone for a new church — Metropolitan — not far from the 
Academy. Waters was Metropolitan’s first pastor.

• Ten years earlier, Waters married Effie Jane Rounds of Snow Hill, Md., the daughter of local 
lay preacher Ebenezer Rounds. They had four children: Mary Lily, Grace Selane, Joseph and 
Paul Caldwell Waters. After the death of his first wife, Waters married Sarah Gaskins of 
Philadelphia, Pa. in 1927.

• The Nov. 11, 1944 edition of the New York Age newspaper published an article on page 2 
noting that Waters appeared at Princess Anne College as the guest speaker for a Founders’ 
Day program earlier that month, and “was given a purse by alumni and friends of the 
college” where he was a revered figure. Waters served in various appointments throughout 
a career spanning six decades in the Delaware conference, including in Maryland, 
Pennsylvania, New York, New Jersey and Delaware. In April 1946, the Delaware conference 
adopted a resolution recognizing Waters as the founder of Princess Anne College, the name 
the institution took on as a higher education institution. Known today as the University of 
Maryland Eastern Shore.

• Bennett College in Raleigh, N.C., conferred upon Waters a doctor of divinity degree “in 
recognition of his significant contributions to his Conference, church and Christianity at 
large,” according to his obituary.

• When Waters died at age 90 on July 29, 1946, at his home in Lawnside, N.J., he had lived 
long enough to see the Academy in Princess Anne he helped found graduate its first four-
year college class. At his passing, his brother Wilmore survived him, along with his wife, 
daughter Lilly and son Paul.
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Courier Post - Camden, New Jersey · Thursday, August 01, 1946

• Rev. Dr. Joseph R. Waters 
obituary, buried in Mount 
Peace Cemetery



Dr. Rev. Alexander 
Heritage Newton 1837-
1921
• Distinguished Civil War veteran of the 29th

Connecticut Volunteers - Underground Railroad 
Conductor at 17 years old organized daring escapes
• Leader of the A.M.E. Church for 50 years
• Pastored in Camden at the Macedonia AME & 
Hosanna Churches
• Delegate to the NJ State Republican Convention
• Led the Invocation at Camden’s annual Memorial 
Day Celebration
• Freemason, author, founding trustee of Mount 
Peace Cemetery in Lawnside, NJ
• Wrote his autobiography called “Out of the Briars 
in 1910 which was published by the A.M.E. Book 
Concern founded by the Christian Recorder.
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First Mayor and council 1926. From l to rt: Horace J. Bryant, George H. Forten, Councilmen Douglas Brown & Walter Miller, Major James 
Hemmings; John Brown, Charles Cooper, Thomas N. Rivers Sr.,  James Smith. Not pictured councilman George Morris.
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