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Thomas Jewell

Previously known: 
❖ Freed by Richard Stockton, the Duke in 1823
❖ Baptized at the Nassau Presbyterian Church

The Freedom Record of Thomas, who was owned by The Honorable Richard 
Stockton, 1823. Somerset County Clerk. Portrait of Richard Stockton, the Duke, c. 1800. 

Christian Gullager (1759–1826). Morven Collection.



Thomas Jewell

❖ Moved to Bridgewater, New Jersey 
following emancipation

❖ Father of four children: Catherine, 
Alexander, Ellen, and Thomas

❖ Returned to Princeton by 1840

1850 U.S. Federal Census, Ancestry.com
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Thomas Jewell

Jewell Family Tree constructed on Ancestry.com 4
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Hannibal Simpson

Previously known: 
❖ Commodore Robert F. Stockton 

manumitted an enslaved man 
named Hannibal on July 20, 1829

The Freedom Record of Hannibal, who was owned by Robert F. 
Stockton, from 1829. Somerset County Clerk Office.



Hannibal Simpson

❖ Born in Middlebush, New Jersey 
(Somerset County)

❖ After his manumission, Hannibal 
moved to West Windsor, New 
Jersey. 

❖ By 1850, he settled in New 
Brunswick with his wife and two 
children and worked as a teamster.

❖ He died in October 1869, at the age 
of 67.
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1830 U.S. Federal Census, Ancestry.com 



Hannibal Simpson

7Simpson Family Tree, Ancestry.com 



George Stockton (1830-1920)
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George Stockton

Stockton Family Tree constructed on Ancestry.com 9



Stockton’s Glynn County, Georgia Plantation
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Previously known: 
❖ In 1828, Robert Stockton purchased land 

near Turtle River in Glynn County, GA for 
the creation of a sugarcane plantation.

❖ Two years later, the 1830 census records 
Robert Field Stockton as owning 108 
individuals, 39 under the age of 10. 

❖ The next census shows that Stockton no 
longer owned this land. 

What we wanted to know:
❖ Who were these 108 people?
❖ What was the fate of the plantation and all 

of the enslaved held there? 
Daguerreotype of Commodore Robert F. Stockton, 
c. 1855. Collection of the Historical Society of 
Princeton.



First purchase made March 29, 1827

Robert F. Stockton purchased 44 people from 
Ray Sands for $12,000:

Zuash, Charlotte, William, Hannah, Lomax, 
Dina, Tom, Commissa, Moll, Cudgo, Tom, 
Louisa, Milford, Joe, Franklin, Moses, Dina, 
Caesar, Fanny, Harry, Eliza, Peter, Citafa, 
Mary, March, April, Citta, Maria, Milford, 
Tara, Robin, Rina, Celia, Jameis, Abigail, Paul, 
Jim, Lucy, Smart, Betsey, Joshua, Jean, Jim, 
Jack
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Second purchase made April 2, 1827

Deed of sale from Sinclair to Robert F. Stockton, Georgia Probate Records
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Robert F. Stockton purchased 64 people from 
William Sinclair for $19,200:

Jim, Mary, Jack, Cato, Lizzie, Alonzo, Cato, 
Hannah, Windsor, Sinclair, Lucky, James, 
Nelly, Gibb, King, Joe, Jack, Ned, Cook, Minty, 
Ned, Jack, Anthony, Louisa, Tom, Charlotte, 
Daniel, Archy, Anthony, Louis, Scipio, John, 
Columbus, Phebe, Robert, Sally, Rachel, James, 
Johnston, Davy, Suphax, Tom, Curtis, John, 
Robin, William, Caesar, John, Tom, Lydia, 
James, Jenny, Sarah, Matilda, Hagar, Primus, 
Bob, Clarissa, Jenny, Lucy, Mary, Sinda, Cate, 
Liberty



Interstate movement of enslaved…

❖ Congress outlawed the importation of 
African slaves in 1808.

❖ They were shuttled between Charleston, 
Savannah, Philadelphia, and New York.

❖ Enslaved people owned by Commodore 
Stockton and the Potters were shipped 
domestically at least 70 times.
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Manifest for slaves aboard ship Macon, 1833. National Archives and 
Records Administration.



Movement of the enslaved

14Excerpt of movements, compiled by Sharece Blakney



Useful resources

❖ National Archives and the Library of 
Congress

❖ FamilySearch.org
○ Family trees?

❖ HeritageQuest Online (Please support 
local libraries!)
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HeritageQuest Online, powered by Ancestry.com
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Helpful reminders and tips…

❖ A few ahead and a few behind
➢ Gives you a snapshot of the neighborhood demographics
➢ Who’s neighbors?

❖ Learning from the pros
➢ Citation Chaining (aka citation mining)

❖ Alternate spellings, abbreviations, and family names
➢ Blakeney…Blakely…Blokenly…Blakey…Blankney…Blankley
➢ Jno, Chas, Jos, Wm, Jas, and Thos.
➢ Nunc, Pan, and Ray

❖ Getting started with little to no information
➢ Card Catalog


