Small Towns, Black Lives



Franklin Street School
Cape May, New Jersey, 2002

The Franklin Street School in Cape May opened in
1927 and functioned as a racially separated
elementary school, for the African American
community in Cape May until 1948. It was among
the last of the segregated schools in the state,
maintaining it’s separate status for nearly one year
beyond the passage of the 1947 New Jersey State
constitution that ended racial segregation in public
institutions. The Franklin Street School is currently
being restored by the Center for Community Arts.




Boling Children at School
Port Republic, New Jersey, 1911

The photographs are from the collection of Doris
Mollick, Port Republic, New Jersey. The girl in the
lower image is identified as “Annie Boling,” standing
with her class at the Port Republic School. The boy
in the upper image is identified as “Johnnie Boling,”
also with his class outside the Port Republic School.
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During the Small Towns, Black Lives project, there were many
conversations with members of the community about the
segregated schools that were common throughout the region.

The audio and video portions were originally created as personal note-taking, as a
result the quality was never intended for a final production. However, these materials
are presented here as a window into my experiences and process.



Schools for the Colored
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