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John Potter (1765-1849):

❖ Born in Ireland, arrives in America after 

American Revolution. 

❖ Owned several “merchant” ships: Frances, 

Wanton, Hetty Jane, and Rolla. 

❖ Purchased his first plantation right before 

importation of enslaved Africans was outlawed.
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Commodore Robert F. Stockton (1795-1866):

❖ Grandson of Richard Stockton, signer of the 

Declaration of Independence.

❖ Successful naval career sailing high seas patroling 

for illegal slave ships. Sailed to Liberia in 1821.

❖ Married MONEY in 1823.

❖ Inherited Signer’s home, Morven after his father’s 

death in 1828. 
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Drawings of Naval Vessels and Equipment. The U.S.S. Alligator. Ware 
Collection, National Archives 

Map of the West Coast of Africa from Sierra Leone to Cape Palmas, 
including the colony of Liberia, 1830. Surveyed and compiled by J. Ashmun, 
engraved by J.H. Young, published by A. Finley. Collection of the Library of 
Congress. 



Jim⠂Mary ⠂Jack ⠂Cato ⠂Lizzie ⠂Alonzo⠂Cato ⠂Hannah ⠂Windsor ⠂Sinclair ⠂Sukey ⠂James 

⠂Nelly ⠂Gibb ⠂King ⠂ Joe ⠂ Jack ⠂ Ned ⠂Cook ⠂Minty ⠂Ned ⠂Jack ⠂Anthony ⠂Louisa ⠂Tom 

⠂Charlotte ⠂Daniel ⠂Archy ⠂Anthony ⠂Lover ⠂Scipio ⠂John⠂Columbus ⠂Phebe ⠂Robert ⠂Sally 

⠂Rachel ⠂James ⠂Johnston ⠂Davy ⠂Syphax ⠂Tom ⠂Curtis ⠂John ⠂Robin ⠂William ⠂Cesar ⠂John

⠂Tom ⠂Lydia ⠂James ⠂Jenny ⠂Sarah ⠂Matilda ⠂Hagar ⠂Premier ⠂Bob ⠂Clarissa ⠂Jenny ⠂Lucy

⠂Mary ⠂Linda ⠂Cate ⠂Liberty ⠂Quash ⠂Charlotte ⠂William ⠂Hannah ⠂Linus ⠂Dina ⠂Tom 

⠂Commissa ⠂Moll⠂Cudjo ⠂Tom ⠂Louisa ⠂Milford ⠂Joe ⠂Franklin ⠂Moses ⠂Dina ⠂Cesar ⠂Fanny 

⠂Harry ⠂Eliza ⠂Peter ⠂Citifa ⠂Mary ⠂March ⠂April ⠂Citta ⠂Maria⠂Milford ⠂Tena ⠂Robin ⠂Rina 

⠂Celia ⠂Jemima ⠂Abigail ⠂Paul ⠂Jim ⠂Lucy ⠂Smart ⠂Betsey⠂Joshua ⠂Jean ⠂Jim ⠂Jack



Coastwise Manifests & Interstate Movement of Enslaved

❖ Congress outlawed the importation of African 
slaves in 1808. Affidavit on reserve side.

❖ Potters & Stockton shuttled between 
Charleston, Savannah, Philadelphia, and New 
York.

❖ Enslaved people owned by both families were 
shipped domestically at least 70 times.
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Manifest for slaves aboard ship Macon, 1833. National Archives and 
Records Administration.
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James Potter (1793-1862):

❖ Owned 8 miles of plantation land and over 400 

people in Savannah, GA

❖ Purchases Palmer House from Commodore 

Stockton, uses it as Summer home. 

❖ 19th cent. Loan shark? Kinda.



Potters Travels…

13Excerpt of movements, compiled by Sharece Blakney
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John Hamilton Potter, class of 1863. Princeton University. 
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