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Today’s talk

• Our history
• Serving immigrant 

communities today
• Our services





Our history
(22 years 
strong!)



LALDEF: 
Early days

• 2004: Concerned Mercer County residents 
see the additional stress and marginalization 
on immigration communities after 9/11
• Form volunteer, community-based, non-

funded coalition to address these issues 
• Anne Reeves (Arts Council of Princeton), 

Ryan Lilienthal (immigration attorney), Ann 
Yasuhara, representatives from Princeton 
Friends Meeting



LALDEF: 
Early days

• One of first efforts was Community ID Cards 
in Princeton
• “When a Princeton resident was unable to 

get dialysis treatment from the hospital and 
a local mother was prohibited from buying 
over-the-counter cough medicine for her 
sick child, [it was] because they did not have 
proper ID” (The Princeton Sun, 2014).  



LALDEF: 
Expansion 
to Trenton

• By 2008…
• Open up to Trenton through healthcare 

initiatives…
• Then FUTURO…
• First community center on Chambers Street 

in 2013



LALDEF: 
Expansion 
to Trenton

• Permanent residence allowed for -
• Expansion of ID card program
• English and computer literacy classes
• Tax preparation program
• General expansion of hours and services



LALDEF: 
Today

• 2018 – Casa de Bienvenida on S Clinton Ave
• Refuge for local immigrant population
• Expansion of hours, supports, & services



Serving immigrant 
communities today: what 
has changed in 22 years?



LALDEF: 
broad shifts

• Beyond Latin American communities (e.g., 
Haitian)
• Beyond Spanish language services (e.g., 

Haitian Creole)
• Expansion to work with community partners 

(solidarity- and coalition-building)



LALDEF: 
Today

• Increased fear, anxiety, invisibility
• Increased vigilance and security
• We continue to serve our community with 

strength and dignity



LALDEF: 
Today

• More clients requesting different services 
(e.g., creation of Power of Attorney to 
prepare for detention and/or deportation)
• More restrictions (e.g., harder citizenship 

test)
• More people in need of services
• Focus on educating clients to mitigate fear-

based reactions



Our services



Established in 2004, Latin American Legal 
Defense and Education Fund, Inc.'s 
(LALDEF) mission is to promote the rights 
of all immigrants (with a focus on the 
Latin American community in the Mercer 
County area); facilitate access to health 
care, education, and legal representation; 
advocate for the integration of 
immigrants; and foster intercultural 
communication that strengthens our 
communities.

Our Mission



Our Core Services

Legal services
FUTURO –Youth 

mentoring 
program

Mercer County 
Community ID 

cards

Promote 
equitable 

healthcare

Client advocacy Adult education Latinas Unidas 
program



Legal Services







Legal Immigration Services
LALDEF offers assistance with a variety of 
immigration matters, through low-cost legal support 
on a limited basis. Some examples include:

• Citizenship applications
• Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA)
• Special Immigrant Juvenile Status
• Legal Permanent Residency
• Employment Authorization
• U and T visas



FUTURO





FUTURO









Mercer County 
Community ID 

Cards



The Mercer County Area Community ID Card 
extends to the cardholder the ability to prove 
both identity and residency in the County. It 
only requires proof of address and other 
identification.

This ID card may be used at places such as:
• Police Stations
• Public libraries
• Public schools
• Certain banks, pharmacies, or stores

Mercer County Community Identification Cards







Promote equitable 
healthcare









Client Advocacy





Our advocacy services include:
• Translations of documents in English 

and Spanish
• Notarizations
• Referrals and information about other 

services in Trenton, as needed
• Assistance applying for different social 

services in Mercer County, such as 
SNAP and NJ FamilyCare

Advocacy





Adult Education



LALDEF commits itself to helping clients to 
achieve and perfect the necessary abilities for 
self-sufficiency. Classes include: ESL, GED and 
Citizenship Classes. In January of 2026, 
LALDEF began offering a virtual Spanish class 
for professionals.

In addition, LALDEF has a contract with 
Mercer County to serve referred One-Stop 
Career Center clients with ESL courses and 
community work experience hours.

Adult Education







Latinas Unidas







A support program for Latina women in our 
Mercer County community. Here, they have the 
opportunity to come together and learn about 

topics designed for women.

They meet every third Friday of the month at our 
Trenton office.

Latinas Unidas



For more information on any of these programs, visit:: myworkrights.nj.gov

1

Earned Sick Leave

Employers of all sizes 
must provide full-time, 

part-time, and 
temporary employees 
with up to 40 hours of 
earned sick leave per 

year so they can care for 
themselves or a loved 

one.

2

Temporary Disability 
Insurance 

This program provides 
cash benefits to New 
Jersey workers who 

have to stop working 
due to a physical or 

mental health 
condition or other 

disability unrelated to 
their work. 

3

Family Leave 
Insurance 

This program provides cash 
benefits to New Jersey 

workers who are unable to 
work because they need to 
care for a family member 
with a physical or mental 

health condition, bond with a 
newborn, newly adopted or 
newly placed foster child, or 

handle certain matters 
related to domestic or sexual 

violence. 

4

Unemployment 
Insurance

Unemployment
Insurance (UI) is a 
program that gives 
financial support to 

people who lose their 
jobs through no fault of 

their own and are 
based on wage 

information from your 
employers in the last 18 

months.

Worker’s Rights in NJ 

http://myworkrights.nj.gov


Our wonderful team!



Our wonderful team!



Follow us!



If you can, 
please 

consider 
donating



¡GRACIAS! 

(609)-688-0881 ext. 100

apoyo@laldef.org

716 S. Clinton Ave, Trenton, NJ 08611

www.laldef.org


